
BOTSWANA SAFARI
Why should you go on a Botswana Safari?

•  Pristine, undisturbed wilderness experience

•  Highest concentration of elephants in the world

•  The Okavango Delta is the largest inland delta on earth

•  The Linyanti and Savute areas feature an annual summer migration

    of zebra and antelope, as well high concentrations of elephants and predators

•  See rare sitatunga and indigenous red lechwe antelope

•  Game viewing by mokoro (dugout canoe) in the Delta is unforgettable

•  Friendly and welcoming people and in a safe and secure environment



The start and end point of most safaris in Botswana is either
Maun Airport or Kasane Airport.

Scheduled flights

Air Botswana offers daily scheduled flights between
Johannesburg and Maun. On certain days there are direct
flights between Johannesburg and Kasane. Air Botswana
also flies between Windhoek (Namibia) and Maun.

Clients wanting to visit Victoria Falls as an add on, either
before or after their Botswana safari, have the option of
flying from Johannesburg to either of Livingstone or Victoria
Falls as well. Kasane is located about a 1.5 hour drive or
20 minute flight from Livingstone and Victoria Falls.

Getting to the camps from Maun or Kasane

Upon arrival in Maun Airport or Kasane Airport, a
SUNSAFARIS representative will meet you in the Arrivals
Hall and assist you to your light aircraft transfer to your first
camp.

Botswana’s safari camps are very remote, and therefore
access to most of the camps is via light aircraft transfers
only. There are two types of light aircraft transfers that are
used in Botswana, private or shared. When booking a private
air transfer, your group will have exclusive use of the aircraft.
When booking a shared air transfer, guests share the aircraft
with other guests on safari. Unless specifically requested,
we will automatically book you onto the shared air transfer.
As these air transfers are shared they may entail stopping
at other airstrips for other guests.

GETTING TO THE START POINT OF YOUR SAFARI IN BOTSWANA



When planning your safari, there are a few points to take into consideration:
•  When would you like to go on safari and for how long?
•  What type of activities are you interested in?
•  What animals would you like to see?
•  What areas are you interested in?
•  What is your budget?
•  Do you prefer comfortable, luxury or premier accommodation?
•  What ages and level of fitness are the people travelling?

Which camps do I choose?

Various factors can play a role when choosing camps for your safari. Your budget, your choice
of activities and the areas you would like to visit. The activities that you are interested in will
most probably determine your choice of camps; whether it may be big game, birding, walking,
water activities or small game. It is always advisable to choose camps which can offer you a
combination of activities.

How do I choose which camps to visit?

There is quite a variety, but basically you should try and spend a minimum of 2-3 nights at 2-
3 different camps in Botswana. For example you should try and combine a water based &
land/mixed based camp in the Okavango Delta, and then also a dry Savute/Linyanti or Chobe
camp. This will give you an overall impression of the beauties of Botswana's wildlife areas.

How to get the most out of your safari

The key to a successful Botswana safari is to ensure that the company you choose is truly capable
of providing you with what you are looking for in terms of the overall safari experience. The
reserves in which the lodges and camps are situated, the wildlife viewing opportunities, the
design and style of the camps and most importantly the knowledge and quality of the guides
and staff should all be taken into account. The following factors play an important role and you
need to keep them in mind when planning your safari.

Location of camps

Make sure you know exactly where the camps are situated that you will be visiting. Is it a game
rich area? Is it a private concession or do you need to go on a long unproductive transfer before
you enter a game rich area? When going out on a safari activity, animal viewing should start
immediately as you leave the camp. Long distances shouldn’t have to be covered in order to
have rewarding wildlife encounters.

PLANNING YOUR BOTSWANA SAFARI



Privacy

Make sure that the camps and lodges you will be visiting are small and intimate in order to
provide you with a unique and personal safari experience. You do not want to be surrounded
by loads of safari vehicles and noisy tourists.

Camp size

This is a very personal choice, some guests prefer to stay in lodges that can accommodate

up to a 100 guests, in our opinion, the guest whose prime object is a wildlife experience,
peace and tranquillity will often opt for the smaller more intimate camps offering a personalized
service and safari experience.

Guiding

Possibly one of the most important aspects to a successful and rewarding safari experience

is the quality of your guide. They will be able to interpret and show you many of the amazing
secrets that nature has hidden. Guides that are in tune with their environment often have a
sixth sense and know how to seek out and present various wildlife experiences. They will often
know their area intimately and the various habitats that animals frequent.

An enthusiastic guide will share knowledge of the many uses of plants, the amazing life of
insects, snakes and soils. A good guide will be your host, field guide, teacher, chauffeur,
medic, navigator, conservationist, chaperone, protector, counsel, interpreter and friend. Your
whole safari experience can be heightened by your guide! It can also be destroyed if you end
up with a disinterested and boring guide, seeking only a tip at the end.

When booking your safari, ask many questions as to the standards of guide that you will have
in each camp. Some guests may opt for their own private guide and vehicle for the duration
of a safari. This type of guide normally comes highly recommended and will often be very
professional in the treatment of guests, their needs and aspirations.

Water/Land activity table for Botswana camps

1st number = % of water activities (mokoros, boating)
2nd number = % of land activities (game drives in 4x4 vehicles)

Please Note: This table is an approximate based upon average flood/water levels. Higher or
lower flood/water levels may change the ratios below.

Water Camps    Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Camp Okavango  100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0

Chobe Savanna  100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0

Eagle Island  0/100 20/80 50/50 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 80/20 50/50 0/100 0/100 0/100

Jacana  20/80 20/80 20/80 30/70 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 80/20 80/20 60/40 40/60

Jao   10/90 10/90 10/90 30/70 60/40 60/40 60/40 50/50 40/60 20/80 20/80 15/85

Xigera  30/70 30/70 30/70 30/70 50/50 60/40 60/40 60/40 60/40 50/50 40/60 30/70

Xugana Island  100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0 100/0



Mixed Camps Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Baines Camp 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 70/30 70/30

Chiefs Camp 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 20/80 30/70 30/70 30/70 10/90 0/100 0/100

Camp Moremi 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Chobe Chilwero 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Chobe Game 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Duba Plains 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 20/80 20/80 30/70 10/90 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Kanana Camp 10/90 10/90 10/90 30/70 60/40 60/40 60/40 50/50 40/60 20/80 15/85 10/90

Kwara 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Kwetsani 10/90 10/90 10/90 30/70 60/40 60/40 60/40 50/50 40/60 20/80 15/85 10/90

Tubu Tree 10/90 10/90 10/90 30/70 60/40 60/40 60/40 50/50 40/60 20/80 15/85 10/90

Nxabega 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Sandibe 40/60 10/90 10/90 40/60 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Kwando Lagoon 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Little Vumbura 30/70 30/70 30/70 30/70 50/50 50/50 60/40 60/40 50/50 30/70 30/70 30/70

Vumbura Plains 10/90 10/90 10/90 20/80 20/80 20/80 20/80 20/80 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90

Pom Pom 10/90 10/90 10/90 30/70 60/40 60/40 60/40 50/50 40/60 20/80 15/85 10/90

Seba Camp 0/100 0/100 0/100 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 0/100 0/100

Shinde Camp 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Stanleys Camp 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 70/30 70/30

Xakanaxa 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50 50/50

Land Camps Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Khwai River 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Chitabe Camp 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Chitabe Lediba 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Mombo 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Little Mombo 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

DumaTau1 0/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90

Kings Pool 0/100 0/100 0/100 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 10/90 0/100

Kwando Lebala 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Savute Elephant 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Savute Safari 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Savuti Camp 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Selinda 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Zibadianja 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

Jacks Camp 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100

San Camp 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100 0/100



Safari tips

•  A simple rule is the more times you go out on safari activities

    the more you will see.

•  Carry your binoculars with you at all times and use them!

•  Ask questions and communicate with your guide, they are

    extremely knowledgeable on wildlife as well as the different

   areas.

•  Be aware of your surroundings at all times, observe and

    appreciate the multitude of sights  that Africa has to offer.

•  Listen to the constant diversity of noise, especially at dawn

    and during the night.

•  Don’t be in a rush to dash of to the next wildlife sighting,

    enjoy the moment.

•  Take time to relax and enjoy the scenes around you.

•  Don’t observe the whole of your African Safari through the

     eye piece of a camera.



WHEN TO GO?
Each and every season in Botswana has got something special to offer. Most guests would like
to maximise their game viewing experience whilst on safari and as such the best big game viewing
will be during your dry winter months of May to October. The scenery during the summer months
of November/December to March/April is breathtaking, and beautiful skies compliment the green
landscapes. During this time, many of the antelope species give birth to their young.

Climate

Botswana enjoys a continental semi-arid climate, which means rainfall is low and seasonal and
the day temperature ranges are high, with low humidity. Botswana’s annual rainfall varies from
250mm a year in the south-west, to 650mm in the extreme north, and rain falls mainly between
November and March.

The highest average temperatures range between 32ºC and 35ºC, while the lowest average
temperatures are generally between 20ºC and 23ºC. Night-time temperatures can be very low,
even below freezing at times during Winter. The hottest month is normally January and the
windiest, August.

Seasonality

Rainy Season     Dec/Jan/Feb/Mar

Dry Season     May/Jun/Jul/Aug/Sep/Oct

Transition Season     Apr/Nov



Temperature (ºC) - These are the average lows and highs

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Maun 19/32 19/31 18/31 14/31 9/28 6/25 6/25 9/28 13/33 18/35 19/34 19/32

Rainfall (mm) - This varies according to the year and where you are

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Maun 110 80 70 25 7 3 0 0 0 30 50 95

Seasonality Jan     Feb         Mar         Apr       May        Jun       Jul     Aug    Sep    Oct  Nov        Dec

Dry Season            

Rainy Season            

Hottest Temperatures             

Coolest Temperatures            

Best time in Savute            

Best time at Chobe            

Best time in Linyanti            

Best time in Okavango            

Best time Nxai Pan            

Best time in Magadik.            

Best time in Kalahari            

When are the highest prices?

Highest Prices: July to October
Mid Prices: April to June
Lowest Prices: November to March
       



BOTSWANA FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How safe is Botswana?

This is one of the most frequently asked questions by visitors
travelling to Africa. Botswana is a very safe travel destination.
It is both politically and financially stable. Whilst travelling
on safari you will spend the majority of your time in remote
areas and regions where crime is virtually non-existent.

What are the entry requirements into Botswana?

No visas are required for citizens from most Commonwealth
countries (excluding Ghana, India, Nigeria and Sri Lanka),
as well as most European countries and most Southern African
states.

Those travellers requiring visas must obtain them from a
Botswana embassy or high commission. In cases where
Botswana does not have diplomatic representation, visas can
be obtained from the British High Commission. Entry visas
obtained at border posts are valid for a period of 30 to 90
days.

Visa requirements include:
· A completed immigration supplementary Form D (visa form)
· Letter of support from the host
· Two passport-size photographs
· Return visa or residence permit from country of residence
· Return air ticket
· Confirmation letter from company if person is coming for
  business purposes



Money & Credits cards while on safari in Botswana?

Pula is Botswana’s national currency, with one pula comprising 100 thebe, although South African
rands and American dollars are also sometimes accepted. As there are no currency controls in
Botswana, foreign exchange is available at banks and official bureaux de change. There are five
commercial banks in Botswana – Barclays Bank of Botswana, Standard Chartered Bank, First
National Bank, Stanbic Bank Botswana and Bank of Baroda - and ATMs are available. Some
tourism facilities, such as hotels, lodges and travel agents, will also take traveller's cheques as
payment. Visa and MasterCard are extensively accepted and American Express credit cards to a
lesser extent.

Most major currencies are accepted throughout Botswana. You will not need large sums of cash
while on safari, as our programs are all inclusive. However, most guests enjoy shopping in Maun.
Each camp has a small gift shop stocked with various curios, safari items and film. Otherwise,
you will need money for any accommodation, meals and shopping before or after your scheduled
safari. The amount needed, of course, is your personal decision.

What is the language in Botswana?

English is the official language, used for business and government affairs. The national language
is Setswana.

What medical precautions should I take before travelling to Botswana?

There are a few basic health matters that require care and attention. The following points are
recommended guidelines only. Please consult your doctor and also check with your health
department prior to departure for any changes in health regulations.

Malaria

Expert opinion differs regarding the best approach to malaria prophylaxis. It is important to bear
in mind that malaria may be contracted despite chemoprophylaxis, especially in areas where
chloroquine resistance has been reported. Both chloroquine-resistant and normal strains of
malaria are prevalent in Africa.

Please remember that the best precaution is the preventative kind:
• Avoid being bitten by using mosquito repellents liberally.
• Wear long-sleeved shirts and trousers/slacks in the evenings.
• Please use the mosquito net over your bed where supplied/available.
• If staying in a bungalow or tent, spray with a suitable insecticide to kill any mosquitoes that
   may have flown into your room.
• Mosquito coils are also effective.

Malaria is transmitted by a very small percentage of female Anopheles mosquitoes. They are
mainly active in the early evening and throughout the night. Malaria transmission is at its highest
during the warmer and wetter months of November through to April. From May through to October
the risks of acquiring malaria are reduced. There is also less prevalence in remote areas where
our camps are situated; nonetheless, you need to consider taking preventative measures.



There is a six to seven day minimum incubation period before symptoms present themselves. If
you become ill on your return, while still on prophylaxis or even once you have stopped taking
them, ensure that your doctor does everything to establish that your illness is not malaria. Malaria
can be prevented if you are sensible and take basic precautions. There have been very few cases
of our guests contracting malaria in our more than 20 years of operation. It is inadvisable for
pregnant woman to visit malarial areas as malaria infection during pregnancy can be detrimental
to mother and child.

Tsetse Flies

Tsetse flies occur in large areas of sub-Saharan Africa including parts of northern Botswana. They
look similar to other large flies except that when perched, both wings are held folded directly
over the other above the abdomen and they have a long proboscis extending forward from a large
head.

They are best known as the carrier of trypanosomiases – causing sleeping sickness in humans
which can be fatal but is easily treated and cured.  Not all Tsetse Flies transmit all variations
of the disease and they are regarded more as an irritation (the bites are sharp) than as a serious
threat. Enormous efforts have been made in eradication of Tsetse Flies in various countries and
sleeping sickness has now largely disappeared from southern Africa. The World Health Organisation
(WHO) for example reports, that less than 50 cases were reported in Zambia in 2005 and none
in Botswana from where it has long been absent.

The disease is easily treated with modern medicine and in the unlikely event that symptoms are
recorded after a visit to an area containing Tsetse Flies we recommend that a doctor be consulted.
These symptoms can present a few weeks to months after a visit and begin with fever, headaches
and pains in the joints followed by dramatic swelling of the lymph nodes. If left untreated these
symptoms can evolve to cause anaemia as well as cardiac and kidney disorders before the sleep
cycle is disrupted by alternate bouts of fatigue, insomnia and sleep.



Ticks

Ticks occur right around the world over and are well known eco-parasites. The most obvious
species in the savannah regions of Africa are the ‘hard ticks’ which attach themselves to their
hosts to feed before they either fall or are brushed off. Ticks are also well known as carriers of
diseases that affect both animals and humans, and in southern Africa this is referred to as tick
bite fever.

Symptoms of this disease present after a 5-7 day incubation period and include fevers, headaches,
malaise and even a skin rash, but effects can vary dramatically from person to person. A dark
black mark usually results at the site of the infected bite and is a helpful diagnostic. The disease
is easily treated with antibiotics although this is not always necessary.

After walking in the bush with your guide it is best to brush your clothes down and to examine
your body for ticks, taking care to remove these entirely without leaving the biting mouth parts
behind in your skin. Anti-tick sprays such as Bayticol can be very effective against ticks and
wearing long pants will prevent many bites.

Is there electricity in the camps?

The electricity supply is 220/240V AC, 50Hz.  Plugs are three-prong, both round-pin and
rectangular blade. Most camps and lodges in Botswana have no access to electrical power due
to their location. Most camps have generators on site with 220v electricity or they make use of
solar panels. The generators are not usually heard by guests as they are run for a couple of hours
at a time in the morning and afternoon while guests are enjoying their activities.



Is the water on safari safe to drink?

Generally speaking, water at hotels, camps and lodges in Southern Africa are purified and safe
to drink. We recommend, however, that you drink the water provided by your hotel, lodge or camp
where you will be staying. If you are uncertain or don’t feel comfortable drinking the water, we
recommend that you drink bottled water. It is important to stay well hydrated whilst on safari,
especially during the warmer months. It is generally recommended that guests drink at least 2
to 3 litres of water per day to limit the effects of dehydration. This excludes tea, coffee and
alcoholic beverages, which act as diuretics and therefore can actually contribute to dehydration.
Generally, water throughout Southern Africa is safe to drink directly from the tap. However, bottled
water is readily available, so please do not allow yourself to become dehydrated.

What types of vehicles are used whilst on safari?

Open 4 x 4 safari vehicles are used at all camps and lodges in Botswana which have been specially
designed for game viewing and photography. All vehicles have completely open seating areas for
unhindered viewing and photography and you will be accompanied by an experienced driver/guide.

Are children allowed on Botswana safaris?

Most safari camps and lodges allow children over the age of 8 years old. There are always exceptions
to the rule, so please kindly check with us at the time of making a reservation. Generally speaking,
most safari camps require that children need to be 12 years in order to participate in game
activities. Another option is to book exclusive use of one of the smaller camps for your entire
family or group. Families or groups with children between the ages of 8 and 12 years will have
to book private activities, in order not to disturb other guests. Game activities are on average 3
hours long and often this is too long for young children to sit still on a vehicle.

How long in advance should I book my safari?

This is a question not often asked and in our opinion a very important one. Some guests book
their safaris a year in advance in order to secure their preferred camp or lodge. When travelling
during peak months, occupancies are high and you will need to book well in advance. We
recommend that you book your safari as far in advance as possible. Some camps are fully booked
months in advance, in some cases a year in advance. Repeat visitors to Africa, especially, will
book their safaris a year in advance in order to secure the camps they want to visit.

Booking your safari well in advance will avoid disappointment. If you have a budget you need to
stick to, you will be able to secure the camps at the rate you can afford.

How long should my safari be?

This question will depend on a lot of factors, such as your budget, date of travel as well as the
time available to you to go on holiday etc. We recommend an absolute minimum of 3 nights/4
days on safari which you will spend in one camp, should you decide to pursue this option. This
is not an option that we favour, however, we do understand that sometimes time or budget plays
a role.

A comfortable safari which would allow guests to maximize their time spent at the camps and
enjoy the activities on offer could be for 6 nights/7 days or 9 nights/10 days which will be spent
at 3 or 4 different camps. It could, obviously, be longer if you wish to do so and if your time and
budget allows it.



We would also recommend that you allow 1 or 2 additional nights onto your safari, one in the
beginning and one at the end of your safari, should you need to overnight due to International
flight connections or turn around times involved. An overnight in the beginning of your safari
could make a world of difference especially after a long and tiring flight. It would give you time
to get rid of jet lag and get some rest before you start your safari. Certain return flights from
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana to Johannesburg arrive in the late afternoon and is often too
late to connect with International departure flights going home. You do not want to cut your safari
short by one day in order to fit in your flights.

How much luggage can you take on safari?

Luggage restrictions are put in place for the safety of guests. Luggage restrictions vary between
12 – 20kg per person depending on the type and size of aircraft used, and also the camps that
you are visiting. Some important issues must please be noted for air transfers:
   •   Only soft bags will be accepted, no hard suitcases can be transported as they physically
         cannot fit into the aircraft.
   •  The maximum dimensions of the soft bags which can be accommodated are as follows:
25cm/9 inches wide x 30cm/11 inches high and 62cm/24 inches long. Please bear in mind that
the baggage compartments on light aircraft are only 25cm/9 inches high, so the pilots must have
the ability to manipulate the bag into the compartment.

These luggage restrictions appear minimal; however please bear in mind the following that most
safari camps and lodges and hotels provide basic toilet amenities. Laundry is done on a daily
basis (many camps provide this service free of charge but hotels do charge a nominal fee). Mainly
casual clothing is required.

What should I pack for a safari in Botswana?

We recommend that you pack as lightly as possible, however be prepared for all the activities
in which you are planning to participate. Pack for the destination and season you will encounter,
and be mindful that climates may vary drastically from region to region. Temperatures can also
vary quite a bit between the midday heat and the evening cool, so plan to dress in layers.

Comfort will be a priority, but you might consider bringing a few elegant outfits for nights out
in the cities. If you feel confident that you won’t need the latter then there is no need to include
them. Pack neutral-coloured, comfortable, lightweight clothing. White, bright or vividly patterned
clothing should be avoided when game viewing so that safari-goers can blend in with the natural
landscape as much as possible. Bring sturdy walking shoes or hiking boots, depending on the
anticipated level of physical activity. Wide-brimmed hats, sunglasses, lip protection and good
quality sunscreen are essential to protect against the harsh African sun. Insect repellent is also
a must when on safari. Also pack a good pair of binoculars to optimize wildlife viewing.
If you wear prescription glasses or contact lenses you should bring spares. Pack prescription
medicines and spare contacts or glasses in your carry-on bag, in the event that your checked
luggage is delayed.

Those with digital camera or video camera battery chargers or other electrical items should bring
the appropriate power converter and adapters.

Secure your travel documents, including air tickets, passports and any visa entries, vaccination
certificates and travel insurance documents. Make extra copies of your passport, airline tickets
and traveller's check numbers, some to pack and some to leave at home. A small daypack is a
handy means of carrying travel documents, cameras and everyday items.



Suggested Luggage List

(Please bear in mind the weight restrictions mentioned!)

  1. Good quality sunglasses - preferably polarized.
  2. Sun hat
  3. Golf-shirts, T-shirts and long-sleeved cotton shirts.
  4. Shorts/skirts.
  5. Long trousers/slacks.
  6. Sweat pants/sweat shirt.
  7. More formal attire if you are staying at prestigious city hotels or on one of the luxury trains.
  8. Underwear and socks.
  9. Good walking shoes
10. Sandals.
11. Swimming costume.
12. Warm winter sweater.
13. Warm jacket/anorak and scarf / gloves for the cold winter months (May to September).
14. Light rain gear for summer months (late November to April).
15. Camera equipment and plenty of film (or digital storage)
16. If you wear contact lenses, we recommend that you bring along a pair of glasses in case you
      get irritation from the dust or pollen.
17. Binoculars are essential
18. Personal toiletries (basic amenities supplied by most establishments).
19. Malaria tablets
20. Moisturizing cream & suntan lotion.
21. Insect repellent
22. Basic medical kit (aspirins, plasters, Imodium, antiseptic cream and Anti-histamine cream,
      hay fever tablets for allergy relief, eye drops etc).
23. Tissues/"Wet wipes".
24. Visas, tickets, passports, money, etc.
25. Waterproof/dust-proof Ziploc bags/cover for your cameras.
26. Hydrocortisone cream/ointment for mosquito bites or scratches.

Please note that bright colours and white clothing are NOT advised while on an African safari.



A typical day on safari

Below is a suggestion as to what may happen in camp whilst on safari. Activities as well as times involved
will obviously differ from camp to camp. This is purely a guideline: 

Summer/Winter

05h00 - 06h00
Wake up call. Light continental breakfast consisting of cereals, tea/coffee/juices to be served in the dining
area. 
05h30 - 06h30
Depart on morning activity, returning to camp at approximately 10h00. 
10h00 - 11h00 - Brunch will be served, this will consist of a selection of breakfast and lunch dishes.
From now until afternoon tea, guests are at leisure. 
16h00 - 15h00
Afternoon tea is served - this consists of a selection of sweet and savory snacks. 
16h30 - 15h30
Depart on afternoon game viewing activity - drinks and snacks will be served for sundowners during the
course of the activity. 
19h30/19h00
Return to camp after dark so guests have a night drive (but could be later if there are good game sightings).
(where night drives are available)
20h00 - 19h30
Pre-dinner drinks and snacks are served at the pub. 
20h30- 20h00
Three course dinner, generally speaking the starter and desert is served, whilst the main course is buffet
style. 
21h30 - 21h00
Coffee and liqueurs will be served at the camp fire.  

Wildlife safety while on safari

Most camps in Southern Africa you will visit are within the natural habitat of the wildlife and not fenced
in nor do they have walls. There are no electric fences around the camps either, nor around the campsites.
Animals do sometimes wander through the camps; therefore you need to be cautious. Please listen to
your guide's instructions to ensure you are safe. We have never heard of a guest being injured in any way
in a tented camp or campsite who has obeyed the rules. Keep your tent door or flaps closed and you will
be safe.



What type of food can be expected on an African safari?

Most foreign visitors are very impressed with the quality and
quantity of food provided while on an African safari. We
choose camps, lodges and hotels with very high standards
for food preparation. We do not recommend buying food or
drink from street vendors in any of the cities you might visit.

While on safari, an early morning breakfast will be served
prior to your first game activity. This will consist of a light
breakfast, tea, coffee, rusks, cereals etc. On your return, a
more substantial breakfast or “brunch” will be served and
there will usually be a wide variety to choose from. Lunch
usually consists of an elaborate buffet and evening meals
are of very high standard. Most camps also serve high tea
in the late afternoon. The standard 3 meals a day is done
away with in the bush as the meals are geared around the
game activities. If you have any special dietary requirements,
please let us know in advance.

Most camps are able to cater for all food types as long as
they are made aware at the time of booking as to ensure
sufficient time to fly in the necessary supplies.

Tips on photography

We recommend that you take more than one camera in your
group when travelling on safari. Should something happen
to your one and only camera, for some reason, you will always
have a back up. Some photographers recommend that a
digital (SLR) single lens reflex camera is the best, some
suggest that a 35mm camera with a zoom lens that extends
to 200mm at a minimum for wildlife pictures. For birds a
400mm lens is recommended, but



500mm would be better. Please bear in mind that animals are often within close enough range
of the vehicle for most cameras to capture good images.

Bring plenty of film and extra batteries. If you run out during your vacation, you can generally
find film and batteries available at lodges and along major tourist routes, however, we recommend
that if you are using films/rolls that you bring 2 rolls of 36 exposures per day. If you are a serious
photographer you will need double that. Protect your equipment on safari with a solid camera
bag, as well as a lens cleaning cloth and a soft brush to eliminate dust.

Users of digital cameras should pack rechargeable batteries, a charger, adaptors and converter,
and one or two high-capacity memory cards (1 gigabyte is often recommended) to store the
photos you've taken.

For a digital video camera, bring long-life batteries, charger, and adaptors and converter for the
charger.

Always pack your camera equipment and film in your hand luggage and never leave it unattended,
in case of a lost luggage situation.

Gratuity/Tipping

Tipping is not compulsory, however, naturally appreciated and only if you feel that the level of
service you received deserves appreciation. Tipping is at the discretion of guests. The average
tip amounts are approximately $5 to $10 per guest per day. Tip boxes are provided in the camps,
and the monies are divided by the camp managers.

What kind of insurance do I need?

It is a condition of booking that the sole responsibility lies with the guest to ensure that they
carry the correct comprehensive travel and medical insurance to cover themselves, as well as
any dependants/travelling companions for the duration of their trip to Southern Africa.

This insurance should include coverage in respect of, but not limited to, the following eventualities:
cancellation or curtailment of the trip to Africa, emergency evacuation expenses, medical
expenses, repatriation expenses, and damage/theft/loss of personal baggage, money and goods.

CONTACT US

Email info@sunsafaris.com

Telephone +27 21 4187258 or +27 21 4187306

Website www.sunsafaris.com/botswana.html


